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On December 31, 2004,  Emily
Guentert, Associate Regional Minister for
Women’s Ministries,  will celebrate her re-
tirement from ministry!

At the Regional Assembly, Mod-
erator Liz Woodward thanked Emily for
the gifts that she has shared over this past
nine years in her work in the Upper Mid-
west.   At the Regional Board Meeting,
the Board presented Emily with a bouquet
and kudos for a job very well done!

The Disciples Women’s Unit are
planning a reception to honor Emily’s
serve to the Region for the 2005 School
for Congregational Leaders, when there
will be great number of folks in the same
space and many Disciples women from all
across the Region.  Details about that will
be forthcoming.

In the meantime, we would en-
courage you to send cards and letters for
well-wishes or testimony of how Emily’s
ministry has touched your life can be sent
to:                “Honor Emily”

CCUM
P.O. Box 41217

Des Moines, IA  50311

In addition, a contribution will be made in
Emily’s honor to the International CWF
“Honored Women” campaign.  If you
would like to participate in this opportu-
nity, please send your check to the ad-
dress above, with the notation, “Honor
Emily” in the memo section.    This fund
will enable the work of the International
Disciples Women to be expanded.

Emily has served on the ICWF
Cabinet, and presently is serving on the
Editorial/Creative Writing group for the
Disciples Women’s magazine, New Day.
Thank you, Emily, for your ministry shared
among us and for your witness to Jesus
Christ in your ministry and in your life!
God bless you in your retirement!

MINIAMINIAMINIAMINIAMINIATURE GOLF ARTURE GOLF ARTURE GOLF ARTURE GOLF ARTURE GOLF ARTISTS &TISTS &TISTS &TISTS &TISTS &
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One of the two Business Items that came to the Regional “Revival” Assembly
(see inside story!) was the call of the Officers & Unit Chairpersons for the next bien-
nium.   Elizabeth Woodward, pastor of First Christian Church, Cedar Falls, was called to
the post as Moderator.   She has been serving in that capacity since the death of Don
Zarley earlier this year.   The Assembly expressed appreciation to Liz for stepping “up
to the plate” even earlier than what she had planned.     Liz also serves on the General
Board and the Administrative Committee on behalf of the Christian Church in the
Upper Midwest.   Please keep Liz in your prayers as she serves the church in multiple
ways.  Thanks be to God for the ministry she shares!  Thanks be to God for the
congregation of First Christian Church, Cedar Falls, who understands ministry to
include service to the whole church.

Joining Liz in the leadership quartet is Tammy Rottschaefer, a licensed minis-
ter,  part-time Minister of  Spiritual Life at Lake Harriet Christian Church in Minneapo-
lis, MN, and a full-time church secretary for a large Methodist congregation in the
Twin Cities.   The Nominating Task Group was delighted that Tammy said “yes” to
hearing God’s call in this way!    Tammy is also completing the term on the General
Board that was vacated by Don Zarley.   She will begin serving her own term in the next
year.  Thanks be to God for Tammy’s responding to this call of God in her life!

Returning to serve with Liz & Tammy are Kay Mineck and  Paul Johnson.
Kay is an elder from Cedar Christian Church in Cedar Rapids,IA,  and a full-time
chaplain in the Cedar Rapids area.  She is responding to the call for a second-term as
Vice-Moderator of the Region.    Paul Johnson, a Licensed Minister & member of First
Christian Church, Des Moines, IA, accepted the call to a second term as Treasurer for
the Region.   Paul is currently serving as the interim pastor for First Christian Church,
Hampton, IA.    Thanks be to God for the continuing ministry that these two share in
their leadership roles!

Disciples Men of the Region had a vision of an additional recreational activ-
ity to add at the Christian Conference Center:  a miniature golf course!   They received
a “Pancake Day” grant, they planned the course, set the forms, poured the concrete,
laid the carpet....and now they need YOUR help
to put the final touches on it!

The first nine holes will be of Old
estament stories.   The second nine holes will
be New Testament sto- ries. A l r e a d y ,
several ongregations have signed up t o
help complete this roject....but still oth-
ers are needed!
SO....take an opportunity to take a group to a
local mini-golf course! Think about how
YOU can create a h o l e that conveys a spe-
cial Bible story!  Gather a group of folks who
want to help -- or simply send your ideas!
Maybe someone is a craftsman and simply
needs the idea!  Maybe someone is an idea
person and needs a crafts- man!!   Let’s get this
project completed so our campers and
guestscan use it this summer!

Members of  FCC, Newton, IA
and  the Jonah mini-golf hole!
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Regional MinistriesRegional MinistriesRegional MinistriesRegional MinistriesRegional Ministries
by  Fred Gee, member of the

Stewardship & Mission Interpretation Unit

Your gift to the Christmas of-
fering enables the Christian Church in
the Upper Midwest to continue minis-
tries which can energize both individu-
als and congregations to proclaim the
gospel and make disciples for Jesus
Christ.

The ministries of the Region ex-
tends the ministries of local congrega-
tions and members in areas of leadership
training, faith formation, and our com-
mon mission.  Specifically, the Christian
Church in the Upper Midwest ministries
assist congregations and individuals in
fulfilling their calling and purpose by:
*   providing pastoral care for clergy and
congregations during  times of transi-
tion and conflict
* assisting congregations in the

pastoral search process
* providing camps, conferences, and

retreats to enhance faith formation
and leadership development of
youth and adults

* developing and enriching leaders
through the School for Congrega-
tion Leaders

* training lay licensed ministers and
nurturing candidates for ordained
ministry

* starting new churches and
revitalizing existing ones

* providing fellowship, worship,
inspiration, and support  through
Cluster and Regional

The ministries we do as Disciples To-
gether n the Region is vital work.  It
bears witness to the Light; but it de-
pends on each of our prayers and
financial support.

Prayerfully consider doing your part to
keep the light of the gospel shining
brightly in the Upper Midwest.  Give
generously to the Christmas offer-
ing.

See more at www.uppermidwestcc.org!

   MINISTERS’ INSTITUTEMINISTERS’ INSTITUTEMINISTERS’ INSTITUTEMINISTERS’ INSTITUTEMINISTERS’ INSTITUTE
Preaching FRESH in a

Wrinkled World!

January 24-26, 2005January 24-26, 2005January 24-26, 2005January 24-26, 2005January 24-26, 2005
First Christian ChurchFirst Christian ChurchFirst Christian ChurchFirst Christian ChurchFirst Christian Church

Coralville, IACoralville, IACoralville, IACoralville, IACoralville, IA

Dr. Joseph Jeter, keynote speaker
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The Spirit Fest dates are set
for the spring of 2005!
Disciples Women across the
Region are encouraged to
put them on your calendar
now and save the date of the

event nearest you!   The theme for  Spirit
Fest 2005 will be “Searching for God’s
Direction”.
Dates of the events & Locations are:
4/16/05  FCC, Creston, IA

Davis Street CC, Ottumwa

4/23/05 Altoona CC, Altoona, IA
Clear Lake CC, Clear Lake, IA

4/30/05 Woodlawn CC, Lake City, IA
             Noelridge CC, Cedar Rapids, IA

Each event will feature a Key-
note speaker, music and singing, wor-
ship, learning, lunch, and fellowship.
Blessing Box offerings will be received
and dedicated.   Plan to make this a
“Ladies Day Out” opportunity by getting
a group together and enjoying each
other’s friendship and a fun-filled day
together!

Watch for later details in  The
Christian News, monthly Infopak.doc
and the CCUM website at
www.uppermidwestcc.org.

The Ark is about to sail!   There
is still time to climb aboard the Regional
Service Project to “Fill an Ark”.  The
following churches are on board: Luther
CC, Luther, IA;  FCC, Shenandoah, IA;
Plymouth Creek CC, Plymouth, MN;  Lake
Harriet CC and  FCC, both in Minneapo-
lis, MN;  Disciples Women’s Retreat,
Minnesota; Oakland CC, Oakland, IA;
United Christian & Baptist Church of
Kalona, IA;  FCC, Ottumwa, IA; FCC,
Burlington, IA;  Norwalk CC, Norwalk,
IA;  College Avenue CC and Glen Echo
CC, both in Des Moines, IA;  FCC,
Davenport, IA;  and  FCC, Fort Madison,
IA.

Our Ark  will depart soon,
setting sail right after December 31, 2004.
To date we have $5, 135.69 which fills
our Ark to overflowing.

Working through the Heifer
International,  we will be helping families
in all parts of the world have a better
quality of life.  Through the Ark we
provide, livestock and training will be
provided to 30 families.  But it doesn’t
stop there!

The gift keeps on giving as the
first female offspring is given to another
family in the village to begin their own
herd, and that family again gives the first
female off spring to yet another family in
the village.   The number of families we
can help with just one Ark of animals will
continue to grow transforming the lives
of many, many of our world neighbors!

 

- from the DISCIPLES TOGETHER Task
Group

The Christian Church in the
Upper Midwest is introducing a new Vi-
sion/Mission: “Disciples Together
Sharing in the Fullness of God’s
Table For the Blessing of All.”

Through  2007, each compo-
nent of this theme will be introduced and
specific actions and opportunities will
be offered.  In the years 2004-2005, a task
group will be noting how WE as a Re-
gion are “Disciples Together.”  The aim
is to catch the attention of each member
and friend comprising the CCUM as an
introduction (or reminder) of how we ac-
complish more together.

Gather four hundred or more
CCUM (Christian Church in the Upper
Midwest) Disciples in an educational
setting, and what do we have?  A  School
for Congregational Leaders! (SCL) For
almost thirty years,  Drake University
was the setting and the first weekend
after Labor Day was the time for sing-
ing, studying, sharing, and worshiping.
In 2003,  Valley  Southwoods Freshman
High School in West Des Moines be-
came the new site for a new time.  The
Christian Church in the Upper Midwest
(THAT’S WHO WE ARE!) responded in
a big way, challenging the capacity of
the lunchroom and filling the classrooms
with enthusiastic and curious partici-
pants!  Practical approaches to ministry,
both for clergy and lay people alike, have
always been a major focus for the ses-
sions.  Subjects like-“Help! I’m an El-
der or Chair of the Congregation” to
“Including You in Youth Groups”, have
always been popular classes.  Other ses-
sions appeal to the individual or to the
congregation seeking ideas for spiritual
direction or new ways to worship.

A sampling of the fifty sessions
offered at the School for Congregational
Leaders in 2004 and focused on the
theme: “Cornerstone Construction,”
made class selections difficult to narrow
down.     Session leaders brought a
wealth of skills, knowledge, and practi-
cal experience to share, whether they
themselves were laypersons, clergy, or
Regional and General    Disciples of
Christ staff.  Keynote speakers have al-
ways enlivened the day with perspec-
tives to challenge and to encourage.
Most recently,   Ryan Hazen, from Church
Extension, urged participants to wel-
come & accessibility of our buildings and
to  reflect on our own personal faith.

The SCL has become a model
for other Regions to emulate.  What “we”
do at the School for Congregational
Leaders ismade possible only because
we are truly “Disciples Together!”
Please, make the School for Congrega-
tional   Leaders a priority for yourself
and for others in your congregation in 2005.
(Saturday, August 27th!)  A carload is a
great way to go!

ALL ABOARD!?

SPIRITFEST ’05SPIRITFEST ’05SPIRITFEST ’05SPIRITFEST ’05SPIRITFEST ’05
DADADADADATES ARE SET!TES ARE SET!TES ARE SET!TES ARE SET!TES ARE SET!

ESTHERVILLE INSTALLS
NEW PASTOR

The congre-
gation at FCC,
Estherville, IA
welcomed its
new pastor,
Doug Burton,
with a service
of installation
and a fellow-
ship brunch
this summer!
Over the

years, Doug had filled in on many Sun-
days giving the sermon when the settled
pastor was on vacation. During the Search
and Call process, Doug sensed God’s call,
interviewed with the Search Committee,
and then started the Licensed Ministry
Education Program to nurture him in this
new venture!

Becoming a pastor was always
in the back of his mind, “I have thought
about [becoming a minister] in the past,
but it is like with anyone who thinks about
quitting their job and going back to school
to learn something completely different!”
Thanks be to God that Doug heard God’s
call!

Doug and his wife, Beth, have
two children and two grandchildren.

Don Hiscox, Doug Burton
& Norma Beaver, Board

Chair

MarshalltoMarshalltoMarshalltoMarshalltoMarshalltown Ywn Ywn Ywn Ywn Youth Shareouth Shareouth Shareouth Shareouth Share
Mission WMission WMission WMission WMission Work in Kork in Kork in Kork in Kork in Kentuckyentuckyentuckyentuckyentucky

The Chi Rho & CYF Groups of
Central Christian Church, Marshalltown,
IA, took 17 youth and 10 adults on a mis-
sion trip to Kentucky.    FCC, Bowling
Green, KY were their hosts and provided
accommodations for them during their
work week!

Monday thru Thursday they
worked alongside Habitat for Humanity.
Friday they had some fun visiting the
Corvette factory and Beech Bend amuse-
ment park.

Mission trip t-shirts were in the
memory of George Rowe, a member of the
congregation.  His family designated
funds from his memorial for this purpose.

Those participating included:
Kelly & Robin Anctil; Katie & Daniel
Abens; Secily & Allison Sherman; Cassie
& Beth Campbell; Jessica & Nolan
Brisson, Melia Cook, Hannah  Cameron-
Cruz, Derek, Robert, James & Paul Dalluge;
Rollie Danner;  Renee & Whitney Phillips,
Emily Visser, Adam Murphy, Ken Fiscus,
Ramona & Jim Osgood, Marcia & Jim
Gossett & Interim Pastor Mark Gustafson.

Thanks be to God for the oppor-
tunity for these folks to share mission &
ministry with our neighbors!

God @ CenterGod @ CenterGod @ CenterGod @ CenterGod @ Center
Retreat CycleRetreat CycleRetreat CycleRetreat CycleRetreat Cycle

January 7-9, 2005January 7-9, 2005January 7-9, 2005January 7-9, 2005January 7-9, 2005
Christian Conference CenterChristian Conference CenterChristian Conference CenterChristian Conference CenterChristian Conference Center

For YFor YFor YFor YFor Youth Ministers & Sponsorsouth Ministers & Sponsorsouth Ministers & Sponsorsouth Ministers & Sponsorsouth Ministers & Sponsors
Randy Kuss, KRandy Kuss, KRandy Kuss, KRandy Kuss, KRandy Kuss, Keeeeeynote Speakynote Speakynote Speakynote Speakynote Speakererererer
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Regional Assembly 2004 - A “ReRegional Assembly 2004 - A “ReRegional Assembly 2004 - A “ReRegional Assembly 2004 - A “ReRegional Assembly 2004 - A “Revivvivvivvivvival” Experience!al” Experience!al” Experience!al” Experience!al” Experience!
“Perfect setting!  Great weather!  Delicious food!  Inspiring messages! Extraordinary
music!  I was glad to participate in the entire day! It was wonderful”

-Gelene Evans, FCC, Newton, IA

Ken Medema “preaching” from the piano!

“The day was wonderful.  The music
& speakers could not have been

better.  Disciples Together - what an
encouraging theme!”

- Pat Stalter, FCC, Adel, IA

400+ folks crowded into the tent....to keep warm &
to enjoy the fellowship of DISCIPLES TOGETHER!

“There are NO words
as to how wonderful
the “Revival” Assem-
bly was.   I know we
need meetings, but to be
held in this type of ‘at-
mosphere’ brings more
enthusiasm for any-
thing we are doing!
Alive.... REALLY
ALIVE!  If you weren’t
just a “jumping” all day
long - then you were
NOT THERE!”
- Lynnette Lubbock,
Cedar CC,
Cedar Rapids, IA

The Table around
which we gathered!

Our speakers for the
day: (from right to left:)
Ed Wheeler, President
of Christian Theologi-
cal Seminary;  Richard
Guentert, our Re-
gional Minister;  Rick
Lowery, Professor of
Old Testament at
Phillips Theological
Seminary.

“This was the most enjoyable Regional Assembly
I’ve attended!  The mood was lively & energized!
Ken Medema was amazing, engaging and highly
entertaining!  The casual atmosphere seemed more
conducive to meeting other Disciples and sharing
stories.” - Joanne Bruce

- West Des Moines CC
West Des Moines, IA

Families....Fellowship....Faith Shared.....FunFamilies....Fellowship....Faith Shared.....FunFamilies....Fellowship....Faith Shared.....FunFamilies....Fellowship....Faith Shared.....FunFamilies....Fellowship....Faith Shared.....Fun

“The ‘big top’ tent atmosphere was wonder-
ful; the Conference Center was a great
locale; Ken Medema was OUTSTANDING,
as were our preachers.  By far, it was the
best Regional Assembly that I’ve experi-
enced in 21 years of ministry!

- David Nash, Pastor
  FCC, Burlington, IA

“Dear Richard:
Thank you for allowing me the marvel-
ous opportunity to be a participant in
what was a most memorable weekend.
The concert on Friday night was abso-
lutely fantastic, the weather on Satur-
day was perfect, the worship renewing
and fellowship inspiring.  Leaving
home for a weekend is always tough
when my wife cannot join me, but the
experience with the Regional Assembly
was worth the trip!”

- Dr. Edward L. Wheeler
President, CTS

New-found Assembly Friends!

Raccoon John Smith  joined us from his long cir-
cuit-ride to share a cup of coffee.  He spent spe-
cial times with our children & youth during the
day and sent us all out into the world! >>>>>>>>

Lunchtime found Dis-
ciples gathered around
the table....gathered
from many places to
break bread, share sto-
ries and experience
God’s presence among
us!
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

“I thought this was a wonderful day for the Region.
It was the best Regional Assembly in my 20+ years in
the Upper Midwest!....It was a good day!”

- Bill Mitchell, Pastor
FCC, Keokuk, IA

  Eric & Dianne Brown of FCC, Ames, brought their
horses & cart to give rides & transport our youngsters!

“I thought this was the best Regional Assembly I’ve been
to in the Upper Midwest.  It was great!  Ken did a fantastic
job, and the speakers were better than I had hoped.  That
the business part was short and lighthearted was again
masterful.  Please pass on my congrats to all involved!”

- John Claussen, Pastor
Pleasantville CC & Fairview CC, Iowa

Jack Burright, and his wife,
Nancy, helped the staff at the
Christian Conference Center
prepare for the Assembly’s ar-
rival.   Thanks, Jack & Nancy,
for all your work!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Hymns were heard from little
groups as folks sang and cel-
ebrated an opportunity to be
God’s people gathered to-
gether!

 Special thanks to Bert Burns &
her friend for the friendly horse!

“Bound Together & Finely Woven in Love”

Thanks to all
the folks who
made the day
such a
success...The
RA Planning
Task Group,

Randy Haberthur (Sound tech),  Conference Center Staff, Youth
who helped serve lunch, & all the folks who took the day to be
DISCIPLES TOGETHER!  THANKS!!!!
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What Cheer Church JoinsWhat Cheer Church JoinsWhat Cheer Church JoinsWhat Cheer Church JoinsWhat Cheer Church Joins
Neighbors in the SNeighbors in the SNeighbors in the SNeighbors in the SNeighbors in the Streettreettreettreettreet

On Worldwide Communion Sun-
day, the churches of What Cheer meet
each other in the street!   The four
churches, Hilltop Chapel, Baptist, Chris-
tian and Methodist churches meet in the
street at 11:30 a.m.   Frances Baumert, pas-
tor of the Christian Church shared that
“people come out of their churches and
share the Lord’s Supper in the middle of
the street!   It is awesome!”

Silver Bay CongregationSilver Bay CongregationSilver Bay CongregationSilver Bay CongregationSilver Bay Congregation
CelebratesCelebratesCelebratesCelebratesCelebrates

50th Anniversary50th Anniversary50th Anniversary50th Anniversary50th Anniversary

Minnesota’s First Ecumenical
Church celebrated its 50th anniversary in
September at United Protestant Church in
Silver Bay.     The weekend was a great
celebration.   On Saturday evening, folks
were invited for a potluck dinner and to
enjoy words from a former pastor.    Old
friends and new gathered together to talk
about the work of this congregation in
the Silver Bay area for the past 50 years.

Rev. Roger Waid, Sr., pastor of
the congregation preached the Sunday
service with greetings from Rev. Dani
Cartwright from the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) and one other judicatory
representative.   United Protestant Church
is affiliated with five denominations.   It
was a wonderful time for Christians to-
gether in this place!  Thanks be to God for
the next 50 years!

Muscatine YMuscatine YMuscatine YMuscatine YMuscatine Youth Vouth Vouth Vouth Vouth Visitisitisitisitisit
Heifer InternationalHeifer InternationalHeifer InternationalHeifer InternationalHeifer International

What do you get when you com-
bine 19 youth and 7 adults from 3 differ-
ent churches with 2 water buffalo named
Briggs and Stratton and dozens of other
various farm animals along with volun-
teers from all over the country?  An awe-
some time at Heifer International Ranch in
Perryville, Arkansas.

During August, 26 youth and
adults from FCC, Muscatine, First Pres-
byterian Church, Muscatine, and Davis
Street CC in Ottumwa, IA joined forces for
a service-learning adventure to the Heifer
Ranch in Arkansas.   An organization that
has worked to end hunger and poverty
since 1944, Heifer International offers op-
portunities for groups to grown in their
knowledge about world hunger through
education and hands-on experience while
also helping with the day-to-day chores
of running a ranch.  This encounter also
included spending a night in the Global
Village where everyone experienced first-
hand the hardships of poverty and hun-
ger.

Participants included:  Blaine
Booth,  Emily Lofgren,  Joe Anderson,
Amy Goode, Ron Thomas, Bryce
LeVasser, Kayla Eversmeyer, Nick
Boeyink, Krista Steffan, Bryce Taylor, Jes-
sica Stewart, Alex Bailey, Heather Ware,
Randall Cooper, Ashley Hafner, Rachel
Ward, Danah Elshoff, Hillary Cale, Spen-
cer Steffen, Brenda Booth, Pam Saturnia,
Judy Ward, Beth Ann & Dan French, Rick
McFarland and Pat Reiley.

  Christian ConfChristian ConfChristian ConfChristian ConfChristian Conference Centererence Centererence Centererence Centererence Center
CAMP DACAMP DACAMP DACAMP DACAMP DATES: 2005TES: 2005TES: 2005TES: 2005TES: 2005

Camp #
1 PEE WEE June 28-30 Coral Sorenson &

Lynette Hubler
2 JR. CAMP June 13-18 Dayna Kinkade
3 JR. CAMP June 27-July 2 Joan White &

 Lea Hendricks
4 JR. CAMP July 11 - 16 Tony & Lisa

Thurston
5 JR. CAMP July 25 - 30 Eric Lahart

7 CHI RHO June 13-18 Mark MacWhorter
8 CHI RHO June 20-25 Gail & Joellen

Crowe
9 CHI RHO June 27-July 2 Randy Ehrhardt &

J-P Channels
10 CHI RHO July 11-16 Pat Stalter
11 CHI RHO July 18-23 TBA
12 CHI RHO July 25-30 Tom & Bert Burns
13 CHI RHO Aug 8 - 13 John Claussen

(non-rustic)

14 CYF-rustic August 1-6 Tom Felts
15 CYF June 20-25 J-P Channels &

Randy Ehrhardt

Camp #
16 CYF July 18-23 Brent & Laura

Cottington
17 CYF August 1- 6 Suzie Moore

18 Post - May 27-30 Kellie Lala
High

20 GRAND June 9 - 10 Jerry & Vicky
CAMP Thordsen

21 GRAND June 18-19 Jerry & Vicky
CAMP Thordsen

22 FAMILY August 19-21 John & Beth
CAMP Elshoff

23 TREC TBA Chris Morton &
CAMP Lisa Thurston

24 CANOE June 13-18 Bob Price
CAMP

25 ADULT July 31-Aug 6 Bob Price
ADVENTURE

26 HORSE TBA Mark MacWhorter
BACK

27 COUPLE’S  June 24-26 Tom & Bert Berns
CANOE CAMP

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Even the very name of our denomina-
tion suggests a touch of conflict and compromise.  Both sides found the choice of name to be
biblical.  Both thought it best described who we are as a people of God.  Both thought they
were right.  And so they were left with one of two choices:  split or compromise.  And so we
are the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Imagine that you are in the basement of the church and you have just finished
cleaning up the communion trays, when the phone rings.  You are the only one left in the
building, so you pick up the receiver and say, “Disciples Church”.  The voice on the other end
begins, “Hello.  My family has just moved to your community, and we are looking for a church
home.  What can you tell me about your church?”  In many denominations, this would be an
easy question to answer.  There are set doctrines, books of order, etc.  But we are the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ);  “No creed but Christ, no book but the Bible”.  In our denomina-
tion, how that question is answered depends on who picked up the phone.

Each of us has a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and, for each individual, we
experience Christ in different ways.  So “no creed but Christ” does not offer a cookie cutter
explanation of who we are as a Church.  And each of us, as individuals, has the ability through
the Holy Spirit to interpret the Scriptures.  So again, “no book but the Bible” does not provide
a “one size fits all” answer for that family calling about the church.  Back to the phone call…

“We have 3 different worship services.  The one at 9:30 is a traditional service, the
one at 10:45 is a blended service, and the evening worship at 7:00 is a praise service with
contemporary music.”   This does not answer a theological question, but instead a logistical
one.  It is a safe and comfortable answer.  But what if the person gets a bit more specific?
“What are the church’s views on abortion, homosexuality, death penalty, gun control, ethanol,
drinking, smoking, dancing, divorce, or working on the Sabbath?”  You look around for the
Pastor, an Elder, the janitor…anyone!
“Do you believe in tongues, in healing, in the Trinity, in once saved always saved, in transub-
stantiation or in tithing?”   This is when you make a vow never…NEVER,  to be the last one in
the church building ever again!   This begs for the question:  Can someone who would answer
“Yes” to each of these inquiries stay in a church with people who would answer “No”?

I guess it is time for labels.  In the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), I would call
myself a “conservative evangelical”.  Amazingly, I have friends in more conservative denomi-
nations that call me a “flaming liberal”.  And some of my colleagues in my own denomination
think of me as a “fundamentalist”.  So in the collective eyes of the world I guess I am a “flaming
conservative-liberal-evangelical-fundamentalist”, with an emphasis on the saving grace of the
gospel and the social responsibility demanded by Christ.  No wonder I call the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) my home.

Again, let’s be specific.  If I am pro-life, and at a General Assembly we have a vote
that suggests a pro-choice view, how can I, as a man of integrity, stay in this denomination?
Easy.  When I go home from that General Assembly, I am still pro-life.  The denomination
doesn’t make up my mind for me.  And as a denomination, we have never said “You will preach
pro-choice” or “You must join GLAD”.  We are a collection of individuals, all in love with
Jesus, trying as best we can to interpret his Word to make a difference in this world.  And as
individuals, we tend to gather together with people of diverse talents to best serve God.

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has a little bit of everything.  And that is
exactly what we need to best serve Jesus today.  We have people who spend every waking hour
trying to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless.  In the same denomination, we have those who
pray for just one more person to come into a relationship with Jesus Christ.  We have those
who pray silently in church, and those who raise their hands in praise.  We have tongue-
speakers and house-builders and healing services and protests against social injustice.  We are
a family of such diverse thought.  And yet, we come together  <<<<<<<<<<to column 1
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around the table, to share a meal, and remember
Jesus.  Every Sunday, as communion is passed
among the Democrats and Republicans and In-
dependents and Undecideds, I praise God that
the Almighty has called us all together to make a
difference in this world.  The bread is not just for
the conservatives.  The wine is not just for the
liberals.  The Cross was for all of us, together
and individually.  That is why I love this de-
nomination.  That is why I can call this home.
And every time I go to a meeting, and find my-
self out of the theological mainstream of the con-
versation, I just remind myself of a classic line in
Disciples historical journey… “In essentials,
unity; in opinions, freedom; and in all things,
love.”  It is the difference in opinion that causes
some denominations to split.  I believe it is that
very difference of opinion, which makes us strong.
And makes it my home.
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