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Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Upper Midwest
Reconciliation Grants Program

2011 Request for Proposals

Application Guidelines
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In the Upper Midwest

5064 Lincoln Street

Newton, IA 50208-8327

Inquiries:  Don Hiscox

Phone: (515) 577-9020

Email:  dh@uppermidwestcc.org
Demoninational Mission of Reconciliation Ministry

Reconciliation Ministry is a ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The mission of Reconciliation is to nurture the wholeness of the church by dismantling systemic poverty, racism and other oppressive structures and move toward becoming a church that demonstrates True Community, Deep Christian Spirituality, and Passion for Justice.  This ministry is accomplished through organizing, education, and advocacy. 
Upper Midwest region Reconciliation Ministry grants
Purpose

To encourage congregations to engage in Reconciliation Ministries, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Upper Midwest has a reconciliation grants program.  

The Upper Midwest Region’s Reconciliation Grant program is designed to invest in priority projects that further the Reconciliation Ministry’s mission of reducing poverty, racism, and other oppressive structures.  Proposals will be accepted from congregations and/or organizations with the capacity, competence and experience to accomplish project goals and objectives. 
Prioritization of Applicants 
Applicants will be prioritized in the following descending order.  Proposals that are
a) sponsored by an ecumenical group in which a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation or other Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) organization is actively involved; 

b) sponsored by a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation;

c) sponsored by an ecumenical group in which a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation is not involved, but which is endorsed by a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation;

d) supported by a number of churches, including at least one Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation;

e) supported by a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation;

f) endorsed (but not funded) by a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation, or a United Church of Christ congregation;

g) endorsed by members of the Regional staff of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  in the Upper Midwest.

Funding Priority Areas

All proposals must address at least one of the following reconciliation priorities:

1. Strike at the root causes of poverty and racism;

2. Seek to change unjust systems (e.g. laws, institutions, company practices);

3. Seek to overcome the injustices faced by racial minorities and the poor;

4. Seek to address the empowerment of minority and/or poverty groups through opportunities for self-development.

Project interventions may be provider and/or consumer focused.
Funding

The Upper Midwest Region’s Reconciliation Ministry Grants fund for 2011 is approximately 

$15,000.  It is anticipated that projects will be funded with awards ranging from approximately  $1, 000 to $3,000 each.   
Upper Midwest Region’s Reconciliation Ministry Grants are typically approved for one year.  No program will be funded for more than three consecutive years with the exception of those projects which are so focused on systemic change that they are deemed to justify longer term funding to effect that change.  Programs must reapply and be reevaluated annually to insure that continued funding is appropriate. Under no circumstance will a project be funded more than five consecutive years.   

Consideration of continued support in subsequent years requires resubmission of a proposal or planned activities for the next year, and is based on review of progress and expenditure exports, and the availability of funding.

 Reconciliation funds not distributed in any given year shall be available:

· as emergency funds;
· as carry-over for the next calendar year.  

Eligibility
1) In order to be eligible to receive an Upper Midwest Region’s Reconciliation Ministry grant, proposals must be sponsored, supported, or endorsed by a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) church in the Upper Midwest.  The Upper Midwest Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) includes the states of Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota
2) Other churches or organizations named in the proposals must meet the criteria listed in the above section:  “Prioritization of Proposal Applicants”.
3) Projects should have a chance at continuity and of making an impact beyond the life of the grant.

4) Normally, proposals will be designed to serve persons in the Upper Midwest Region’s geographical boundaries.
5) The Upper Midwest Region does not award grants to individuals.
6) Consideration will not normally be given to requests for: 

a. Capital expenditures: buildings, fixtures, equipment, grounds, or their maintenance; 

b. Loans for business ventures or to liquidate indebtedness.

7) Grants will not be made to organizations which use or advocate the use of violence as a means of achieving their purpose.
2011 GRANT SCHEDULE

Applications due
January 14, 2011
Late applications will not be considered.  Emergency funding may be made at the discretion of the Region’s Stewardship and Mission Interpretation Unit.
Notification of awards
March, 2011  
Grant period
March 201 – March 2012  

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS FOR Reconciliation GRANTS

Organizations interested in submitting an application that meets at least one of the listed funding priorities may apply for a grant.  Funds may be applied to support new or existing projects.

1. Applications must be typed.  Hand written applications will not be accepted.

2. Required Components:  All applications must include a
· Cover Sheet 

· Narrative describing the program
· Budget  
· Objective and Method Activities
3. Attachments may be included; however, all information requested under each of the required components must be provided within the formal proposal.
4. Applications may be mailed or sent electronically but must be received by the deadline date.  Electronic versions should be emailed to dh@uppermidwestcc.org. 
5. Applications may not be faxed. 

Review and Announcement Information

The Stewardship & Mission Interpretation Unit will review the applications and make recommendations for funding to the Regional Board of the Christian church (Disciples of Christ) in the Upper Midwest.  Applicants will be notified of their application’s status in March, 2011.  

APPLICATION FORMAT

I.
COVER SHEET 


Completely fill out attached Cover Sheet

II.
PROJECT NARRATIVE
A.  Project Overview: Suggested length: one-half page or less 

Provide a broad, brief summary of the project.

B. Description: The following questions are for guidance only.
1. Which funding priority area is the project addressing?

2. What needs or problems would be addressed through this initiative?
3. How will the project have an impact on these needs or problems?
4. What is the capacity of the applicant to carry out the project (include experience working with the primary participant group)?
5. How will the project be announced to the community? 
6. How will the project results be shared?                                                                                                        

C.  Project Objectives, Activities and Methods

1.  List the project’s measurable objectives and activities.

D.  Budget 

Please provide written budget justifications to detail each item in the budget.  Please include the calculation(s) used to estimate costs.  

III. ATTACHMENTS 
Optional attachments may also be submitted, such as Letters of Support and other documentation relevant to the proposed project.

Applications must be received by 4:00PM on January 14, 2011.  Late applications will not be accepted.  Inquiries and/or Proposals should be sent to:

Don Hiscox
Regional Minister for Congregational and Clergy Care
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In the Upper Midwest

5064 Lincoln Street, Newton, IA  50208-8327
dh@uppermidwestcc.org
Phone: (515) 577-9020

4
1

