CELTIC MUSIC FORCES MOUNT WORLD PREMIERE IN DES MOINES, BELFAST:
BEN ALLAWAY'S HEAVEN & EARTH: MASS ON THE CELTIC JOURNEY

Famed Northern Ireland troubadour Tommy Sands and band join forces with the 200-voice Celtic Mass Choir, conducted by composer Ben Allaway, for the world premiere of Allaway's new major work, HEAVEN & EARTH: Mass on the Celtic Journey, set for April 2nd in Des Moines, Iowa at First Christian Church, 7:30 p.m.  A touring company including Sands and special guest Kevin Conneff of The Chieftains will then take the work to three cathedrals in Armagh and Belfast, Northern Ireland, and Bangor, Wales in June. Tour information is at www.BenAllaway.com.
	Iowa Public Television will film the live concerts to create a two-hour special of the world premiere and UK tour.  
	Allaway conceived of the work based on his love for two distinct musical traditions from the British Isles, that of the traditional folk music of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England, and the music of the Anglican cathedrals, which brought music for choir and organ to a new level over the last four centuries.
	"The work uses the form and emotional territory of the Latin mass as the landscape on which to tell the stories of Celtic peoples," Allaway says.   "There is great joy as well as profound tragedy in the stories of Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, and many left amid the hardships to seek a better life in America and elsewhere.  We tell some of those stories, too."
	Disciples of Christ members will be interested that Thomas and Alexander Campbell came from County Antrim, near Belfast, Northern Ireland.  They are what would be called Scots Irish, the Campbells probably arriving in Ireland some 175 years prior to Thomas Campbell’s immigration to the United States.  But they would have been full-fledged Irish as much as the next person after 175 years.  “We are taking this as an opportunity to celebrate the Irish and Scottish roots of the Disciples of Christ denomination, which arrived into the Scots Irish territory of Kentucky.”
	Allaway spent a week in Kentucky visiting Disciples sites such as Cane Ridge, and into Appalachia to look at how the songs of the Scots Irish people evolved in the mountains.  These influences are told in the movement of the Mass titled HOSANNA: Appalachia.
	Another major goal of this "Celtic Mass" is to celebrate The Peace which has now held in Northern Ireland for 13 years.  "The conflict in Northern Ireland was a black cloud over the Celtic spirit.  That cloud has now lifted, and the work ends with a great celebration," said Allaway.
	Tommy Sands, called "the Pete Seeger of Northern Ireland," had a hand in getting the Good Friday Peace Accord signed in 1997.  When the talks at Stormont Castle were falling apart, he brought up a choir of 15 Catholic children and 15 Protestant children, and they sang outside the castle until, one by one, the negotiators came out to listen.  He made them sing with the kids, and they went back in and hammered out an agreement.  After the signing the next day, they all said it was singing with the children that made them realize they had to do something for the future generations.
	Allaway was introduced to Sands by Nobel Peace Laureate Mairead Maguire in Belfast in 2009, and the two have been collaborating ever since. Funded by a co-commission between twelve American choirs from Oregon to New Jersey, Allaway visited all of the Celtic nations on the trip, including his own family roots in Alloway, Scotland, and Berkshire County, England, where the Allaway clan was relocated by King James in the 1600s.  Ben discovered on visiting Alloway that there are no Alloways in the phone book in all of western Scotland.  
	On the move again, seven of the composer's ancestors, all siblings, and father Nimrod Allaway, immigrated from England to Kansas in the 1860s and 70s, and fanned out across the west.  Two of the movements tell stories of this family's adventures, including the birth of Allaway's grandfather in a logging camp on 14,000-foot Mount Princeton in the Colorado Rockies.
	What movement of the mass would be the best backdrop for this story of high-altitude celebration?  Hosanna in excelsis!, or "Hosanna in the highest!", of course.  By contrast, the text of the opening Kyrie on 'Logan Dell' uses the ancient Greek for "Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy" as a comfort to a family who loses their young father.  
	These movements draw on the two central ideas in Celtic spirituality, namely the understanding that we are part of the larger world of God's creation, and then the high value they place on human relationships of family and friends, the bond between people.  Coeli et Terra - or, Heaven and Earth - a recurring phrase in the Mass, is meaningful to Celtic spirituality which acknowledges the relationship between the Creation we can see - the visibilium - and the part of Creation in the spirit realm - the invisibilium.  Celtic peoples' strong connection with the earth, the sea, sky, fire, wind and rain, and the "thin places" where the tangible world meets the unseen heavenly places close enough to touch, makes for vivid imagery and emotional story-telling.  Human stories in the mass range from ones about life and death situations, love, birth, faith, to tales of historical figures such as St. Patrick, and ideas of national identity.
	One of the most prolific and widely published composers of choral music in the country, Allaway has been working on HEAVEN & EARTH on and off for the last ten years, and steadily for the last three.  He has researched the stories and created most of the new texts for the work himself, with help from his wife, Julianne, and others.  The music is original, new melodies in Celtic style, with the exception of using a couple of existing folktunes to fill certain needs. 
	"It has been a wonderful opportunity to be able to devote a long period of time to developing the ideas and stories of a longer work like this," says the composer.  "I am indebted to the choirs and directors who commissioned this work for making it possible to realize the vision and scale I had for the project."
	Five of those choirs will be gathering Des Moines to form the 200-voice Celtic Mass Choir.  They are the Omaha Symphonic Chorus, directed by Dr. Greg Zielke; the Des Moines Vocal Arts Ensemble, directed by Dr. Timothy McMillin;  Opus24 Chamber Choir, Decatur, Illinois, directed by Milton Scott;  the Choir of St. Paul's Episcopal Cathedral, Des Moines, Dr. Rebecca Gruber, director; and the Chancel Choir of First Christian Church, directed by the composer, who serves as Director of Music and Composer-in-Residence at the church.  
	"First Christian Church has also been incredibly supportive of the project," said the composer.  "They are enjoying learning more about the Irish roots of the Disciples of Christ founders such as Thomas and Alexander Campbell, who come from very near Belfast."
	Other guest artists include organist Lonnie Liggitt of Tulsa, OK; Uillean piper Tim Britton of Fairfield, IA; local talent includes guitarist Seth Hedquist, Celtic harpist Kristin Maahs, Celtic drummer Dean Wipperman, and accordionist Jerry Mogenson.  Tommy Sands will be narrator for the evening.
	Dance and stage-acting will enhance the telling of the stories, provided by the Pointe Academy of Ballet and Modern Dance, choreographed by Hank Adams, including Isabel Allaway, Julian Gruber, Cynthia Beschel, Dani Lea McKee, Miranda Gruber, Paul Martin, Amelia Allaway, Jennifer Curiel and Sara Baldwin.  
	Tickets are $15.00 in advance, $17.00 at the door, and $10.00 for students, available at MidwesTix.com, DMVAE.com, or the First Christian Church office at 25th & University Ave.  Tickets the day of the show will be available at 6:00 p.m.  The door will open at 6:30 p.m.  
	Touring Ireland and Wales sound exciting?  You are invited to come along with Tommy Sands, Kevin Conneff and Ben Allaway, either as a singer or a supporter.  The tour is June 15-22.  Tour information and many other details about HEAVEN & EARTH are available at BenAllaway.com, Facebook and BenAllaway@Twitter.

More info is at www.BenAllaway.com         515-720-1038         benlmnop@aol.com.     
