Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Upper Midwest
2024-2025 Upper Midwest Youth Council (UMwYC) Application

Completed Applications Due December 9, 2024

The Upper Midwest Youth Council is a wonderful opportunity for high school juniors and seniors to learn and practice faithful leadership skills.  This opportunity can deepen your faith, improve your leadership abilities, connect you with other faithful followers of Jesus.

In 2025, UMwYC will participate fully in the Youth Leadership Symposium.  UMwYC applicants will need to apply to YLS as well. This 6-month program, coordinated through Chapman University, invites youth to design and implement a project in their home congregations.  There are 3 required Saturday leadership lab sessions using Zoom: February 1, April 12, and June 7, from 11am – 7pm CT.  Please do not apply if you are unable or unwilling to commit to attending these three sessions.  In addition, UMwYC will have a few additional meetings to learn together through the process of imagining, designing, and implementing programs.

Applications Must Include:

1. A letter written from you to the Interview Committee explaining why you would like to serve on UMwYC. Letters must be typed, double spaced, and maximum of three pages. Please include the following:
a. Describe what you think it means to be a Christian.
b. Describe your most significant Christian experience.
c. Describe a camping experience that has been significant to you and explain why.
d. Describe the ways you are and will continue to be involved in your church.
e. Touch on your hobbies, interests, and talents.
f. Describe your hopes, dreams, and goals.
g. What gifts do you bring that would make you an effective UMwYC member? 
2. A letter of recommendation from your pastor or youth leader 
3. A copy of the UMwYC Covenant, signed by you, your pastor/youth leader and your parent/guardian.
4. A completed copy of the Personal Details/Contact Information page

Application materials, including recommendation letters from your minister or youth leader may be emailed to josh@uppermidwestcc.org or mailed to the Christian Conference Center, 5064 Lincoln St., Newton, IA 50208.  If you have any questions, please contact Josh Patty, Regional Minister & President, at 641.417.9410 or josh@uppermidwestcc.org. 

Personal Details/Contact Information


(Please Print or Type)

Name: 

Gender (Please Underline)		Male		Female		Gender Queer

Current Grade:  

Date of Birth: 

Address:     

City: 	State: 	Zip: 

Preferred Phone: 	Can we text this number?  

Email: 

Church: 

High School: 

Parent/Guardian Name: 

Parent/Guardian Phone: 	Can we test this number?

Parent Email: 



The purpose of the Upper Midwest Youth Council (UMwYC) is to equip youth to become the best servant leaders that they can be, and to empower them to serve God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the best of their ability.

Please remember to apply for the Youth Leadership Symposium as well!



Upper Midwest Youth Council (UMwYC) Covenant


If selected to participate in UMwYC, I agree to abide by the following covenant.

I will remain an active member of my church, including youth ministry, the entire time of my service on the council.

I will participate fully in the Youth Leadership Symposium, designing and implementing a project in my home congregation.

I will participate in the online Youth Leadership Symposium Leadership Labs on February 1, April 12, and June 7.

I will be present at all UMwYC planning meetings, retreats, and events, or I will work out my absence far in advance with the adult leaders.

I will help promote regional youth events, including summer camp, to my peers.

I will set a faithful example for other believers by attempting to personify loving, personal relationships among Christians and between Christians and God.

I will abide by the UMwYC Covenant and by the rules established for campers at CYF events.

I understand that failure to live up to UMwYC responsibilities as stated in this covenant could initiate discussions between myself and adult leaders about my continued participation on UMwYC.

Please sign and date this covenant.


Youth Applicant:


Pastor or Youth Leader:


Parent/Guardian of Applicant

